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unlimited power ; and this imagination praevayled with
some men, as the Ld Keeper Lincolne, the Earle of
Middlesex, Ld High Treasurer of England, and other
gentlemen of name, though not in so high stations, that
they had the courage, to withdraw from ther absolute
dependance upon the Duke, and to make some other
assayes, which prooved to the ruine of every on of them,
ther appearinge no markes or evidence, that the Kinge did
really lessen his affection to him, to the houre of his death;
10 on the contrary, as he created him Duke of Buckingham,
in his absence, whilst he was with the Prince in Spayne, so
after his returne, he executed the same authority in con-
ferringe all favours and graces, and revenginge himselfe
upon those who had manifested any unkindnesse towards
him : And yett notwithstandinge all this, if that Kings
nature had aequally disposed him, to pull downe, as to
builde and erecte, and if his courage and severity in
punishinge and reforminge had bene as greate, as his
generosity and inclination was to obliege, it is not to be

20 doubted, but that he would have withdrawne his affection

.                                     *

from the Duke intirely before his death, which those

persons who were admitted to any privacy with [him], and
were not in the confidence of the other (for before those
he knew well how to dissemble) had reason enough to
exspecte. ...

This greate man was a person of a noble nature and
generous disposition, and of such other indowments, as
made him very capable of beinge a greate favorite to a
greate Kinge ; he understoode the Arts and artifices of a.